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SUBJECT: NSF/SCSTP PROGRAM. FY 78 AWARDS 


REF: WINCE LETTER OF APRIL 6 TO DESPOTOV 

1 . IN REF. LETTER, NSF OFFICIALLY SUBMITTED THREE PRO- 
POSALS FOR THE SCSTP'S CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL. THE 
FIRST TWO, JOHNSON/SERAFIMOV AND FITCH/DRENCHEV, ARE BE- 
ING SUBMITTED FOR NSF FY 78 FUNDING. THE THIRD PROPOSAL, 
GAISSER/CHRISTOV/STANEV, FOR FY 79. 

2. NSF HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION FROM 
THE SCSTP ON THIS MATTER OR ANY MATTER. U.S. SCIENTISTS 
WHO HAVE MADE INQUIRIES TO THE SCSTP AND HAVE RECEIVED 
REPLIES FROM MR. DESPOTOV, MENTION THAT THE DELAY WAS 
MONTHS, THE LETTERS BEING SENT BY SURFACE MAIL. 
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3. ALTHOUGH NSF PROGRAM MANAGER, DR. ZALAR, HAS NO DOUBT 
BROUGHT THIS MATTER UP WITH MR. DESPOTOV, NSF REQUESTS 
EMBASSY TO PLEASE ADVISE SCSTP THAT UNLESS NSF RECEIVES 
OFFICIAL APPROVAL OF THE TWO PROPOSALS MENTIONED ABOVE, THE 
EAST EUROPEAN PROGRAM RISKS LOSS OF FY 78 SUPPORT FOR THESE 
PROJECTS. IN ADDITION, BOTH U.S. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS 

ARE VERY ANXIOUS TO COMMENCE WORK. (THESE PROPOSALS HAD 
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BEEN SUBMITTED TO NSF WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE SIGNING OF 
THE NSF/SCSTP AGREEMENT.) FINALLY, THE EMBASSY MIGHT 
SUGGEST TO THE SCSTP THAT COMMUNICATION VIA SURFACE MAIL 
WILL NOT EXPEDITE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS PROGRAM. ALSO, 
NSF WOULD APPRECIATE THAT THE OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION RE- 
QUESTED ABOVE BE SENT VIA TELEX OR CABLE. CABLE ADDRESS: 
NATSCIFON, WASHINGTON, D.C.; TELEX NUMBER:WESTERN 
UNION TELEX CALL NUMBER 89-2438. VANCE 
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